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This artwork is a reimagined version of the 1978 graduation project created by students of Ebisu Elementary
School, which had originally been on display at the former Education Support Center (the old Ebisu
Elementary School building). When the demolition of the school building was decided and an art project to
share its message was launched, we encountered these quietly standing wooden masks on the stairway
landing. Feeling the heartfelt memories they carried, we were moved to pass those feelings on to the
future.With deep respect for the original graduation work, the children attending the Smile Station in 2024
touched the wood with their fingertips, sensing its warmth as they added new life to the masks through their
own vibrant colors. With each stroke, they layered on feelings of “thank you,” creating this new artwork. The
title Smile Coloray carries the hope that “smiles and colors will connect and spread out like rays of
light.” Even in a world of constant change, we hope this piece gently reminds us of the importance of
smiling connections between people, and of embracing and expressing one’s unique color in life.
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